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Who is Jim
“Basketball”
Jones?
James E. Jones is one of the
country’s top basketball handlers 
and is a highly demanded motiva-
tional speaker. His motivational
talks are very animated and story
based. He explains his “Three
Pointers for Life” to students
and his inspirational story as an
“LD” (learning disability) student.

Struggling with Dyslexia, Jim spent his first five years of
school in “special”classes. He was finally mainstreamed in
the sixth grade, but received extensive tutoring. He had to
learn the hard way in which to get things done – hard work
and lots of determination.

By high school, Jim was no longer being tutored, but still 
had numerous “special” classes. Jim’s positive attitude and
determination motivated him to spend countless hours
learning to spin and juggle basketballs.At the age of sixteen,
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Educate and
Motivate Your
Students
The highly recommended Jim
“Basketball” Jones Program is a
high energy, interactive assembly
that will keep both the students
and staff spellbound.The show
includes basketball spinning,
dribbling, juggling and his inspira-
tional message on “The Winner’s
Attitude.”

Ten years ago, Jim started offering his program to schools.
It has grown from 12 shows to over 350 shows annually.
Many schools have booked him annually or every other
year, because of his powerful message and the impact he

CONTACT: Jim “Basketball” Jones

PO Box 167136

Oregon, Ohio 43616

PHONE: 419-693-8093

EMAIL: Jimjone@aol.com

WEBSITE: www.jimbasketballjones.com
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“Basketball Jones made his 7th consecutive appearance
this year. His performance is uplifting and energetic;
his message is motivational and unforgettable. His
presentation is highly interactive. He is by far the best
speaker I have encountered in my thirteen years as an educator.”

– LORI PORTER, COUNSELOR,
HILLARD WEAVER MIDDLE SCHOOL

has had on both students and staff.This is a fun, fast
paced assembly with a message of hope, determination
and hard work.

His “Three Pointers for Life Program” focuses on
motivating kids to believe in themselves, never give up and
work hard. Specific school topics, such as “Saying No to
Drugs,”“The Power of Reading,” and “Respect, Honesty, and
Staying in School,” are successfully blended within his 
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Jim “Basketball” Jones

The Jim “Basketball” Jones
Program is perfect for:
• School Assembly • Keynote Speaker
• Dare Graduation • Parents Night
• Award Assembly • Pep Rallies
• Red Ribbon Week • Hoosier Hysteria
• Right to Read Week
• Commencement Speaker
• Teacher Workshops

365 schools were
visited last year.
See video highlights of school shows
online at jimbasketballjones.com!

“Absolutely the best assembly
we have ever experienced.”

– LINDA L. SMITH, READING CONSULTANT,

OKEMOS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Letters from schools...

[Educate & Motivate Your Students
Continued from page 1]
motivational message. His show can also be geared for
other events as well (see list on back page).

Show prices range from $450-$500 per show plus
mileage. Discounts are available for schools requiring mul-
tiple shows, or schools partnering with other local
schools. School districts booking multiple days will receive
special pricing specific to their needs.

Please contact Jim to schedule a performance at 
(419) 693-8093 or request a show online at 
www.jimbasketballjones.com. If you have questions,
email Jim at jimjone@aol.com. Jim “Basketball” Jones is
looking forward to visiting your school. �

“The entire staff at Hebron Elementary was impressed
by your basketball skills and your powerful message. Our
staff has done many activities in their classrooms per-
taining to your assembly. You are one of the best one
man shows around. The way you told your story in the
first person made it seem more real to the students.You
kept us laughing until the end.The end with your story and
song was so touching that many of us found tears stream-
ing down our faces. I am sure you will hear from our
school again. You are so COOL!”

– CHERYL WEAVER, HEBRON ELEMENTARY

“I have arranged assemblies for our schools for ten years,
and Jim “Basketball” Jones was ABSOLUTELY the BEST pro-
gram we have ever EXPERIENCED. EVERY child should
have the opportunity to BENEFIT from the Jim
“Basketball” Jones program.”

– LINDA L. SMITH, READING CONSULTANT,  
OKEMOS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

“Your presentation was BY FAR the BEST motivational
assembly I’ve ever seen for children of all ages!”

– KIM APPLEBY, TEACHER, ST. LOUIS SCHOOL

[Who Is Jim “BASKETBALL” Jones?
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he started performing at half times for the Cleveland
Cavalier’s games and entertained thousands.

Jim enrolled at Bowling Green State University with an ACT
score placing him in the bottom quarter of all entering
freshmen. With hard work, relentless studying and a win-
ner’s attitude, Jim achieved the following during college:
• Phi Eta Sigma Freshman Honorary
• Beta Gamma Sigma Honorary – Top 5% of Class
• Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities

and Colleges
• Dean’s List – all four years
• Outstanding Finance Student Award
• Chair Scholar Award
• Wall Street Journal Award – One of the Country’s Best

Business Students; name listed in Wall Street Journal

He obtained a Master’s Degree in Business from The Ohio
State University in 1991. He currently resides in Toledo,
Ohio with his family and owns and operates two busi-
nesses. He makes over 350 appearances annually to help
kids realize their dreams…and never, never give up. �

“In my thirty-two years here at Brush, I have never
observed such excitement and enthusiasm during and after
a program.Your presentation skills are awesome!”

– JONELL BAKER, BRUSH SCHOOL, GRAFTON, OH

“I want to thank you for the best assembly I have seen
in 31 years.All of my staff agreed! Your message was
one that all students AND staff need to hear. I am sure
that I will have you back again.”

– PAMELA K. VAN MOOY, PRINCIPAL,  FIELD
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, FOSTORIA, OH

“As an educator with almost twenty years of experience,
I can safely say that your presentation was the best
value I’ve ever experienced. In addition, the message you
delivered was one of the most powerful I have witnessed
in an assembly format.”

– SEAN M. MCLAUGHLIN, PRINCIPAL,
LOUISE PEACOCK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, MI

“ I have been deeply touched by your message each time I
hear your presentation.Thank you for sharing your message
of hard work and tenacious spirit with adults and children.”

– MARY HOLIAN, TEACHER, HAYES ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL, LAKEWOOD, OH

“Absolutely awesome! The kids were so attentive and
involved. He displayed the life skills that we are trying
to instill in the children.TERRIFIC!!”

– ANNETTE, TEACHER, ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL

“I just wanted you to know that, in 17 years of teaching,
this was the best presentation I have ever seen. It was
controlled, grabbed the kids’ attention IMMEDIATELY,
and was truly inspiring...Truly amazing! A perfect mix of
teaching, tricks, and encouragement.”

– CATHY DALY, TEACHER, EISENHOWER MIDDLE
SCHOOL, OREGON, OH

“...There were times I saw my son connect with what you
were doing. Even if he did not look at you, I knew he heard
you.The words were also a comfort to me about continu-
ing to encourage him because, as his parents, we get very
discouraged even though we are both educators and have
lived in the special education world for a long time.What
you said brought me to tears. I wanted to come and tell
you in person, but I had to stay in our routine and be in my
classroom for my son at the end of the day to find me.Thank
you does not seem enough for what you gave my soul.”

– MARY SHIFLEY, PARENT OF AN AUTISTIC SON,
TEACHER FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED, LANE
MIDDLE SCHOOL

“...Your presentation is by far, hands down, the best we
have had in my 6 years of teaching here.”

– MRS. ROBYN GOTT-WICKES, FOURTH GRADE
TEACHER, MOREY CHARTER SCHOOL




